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“Soaring Victoria” 
VSA NEWSLETTER PRE-SEASON EDITION 

 
  

 

The Event is confirmed and will include:- 
 
• Paul Bennet Airshows aerobatic displays in a 

Wolf Pitts Pro & etc. 
• Raptors Formation Team formation displays in 

a Yak 52 and/or C16 
Nanchangs and together with –  

• Truenorth Helicopters will provide 
scenic/adventure flights and demos. 

• Army will do a fly past in a S-70A-9 Black 
Hawk and may have other displays. 

• Navy will bring 4 NAPS Simulators – and stay 
for Sunday as well. 

• Air Force  will do a fly past in a AMG C-17 orC-
271 Spartan – static or fly past and also a 
static tethered Hot Air Balloon for “rides”. 

• Defence HQ will have a Recruiting Stand. 
• The AOPA will have their Coach there fitted 

out with 2 Simulators (hopefully Sunday as 
well). 

• Tumut Aero Club will have an all-day BBQ 
plus Coffee Van and Tumut River Brewery 
van or Stand. 

• Various aviators with a variety of aircraft will of 
course converge for our popular friendly 
annual hospitable Fly In. 

• NSW RFS Cadets will assist with car parking. 

Free entry  - NOTAMS will be published – 
Donations welcome on the day. 

 
 

Congratulations Tassie! 

The Soaring Club of Tasmania is now up and running at Tunbridge Airfield! 

Alan Payne, Vic RMO and Chris Thorpe, EMO, recently visited to undertake the Operations Audit to 

get them into the skies. Alan said that it was a great site and a group of really good people.  The 

Tassie crew are so enthusiastic and we know that they will do some really good things for the sport. 

They also have a Facebook page too. 

https://www.soaringtasmania.org.au/
https://www.facebook.com/Gliding-Tasmania-243674429423/?__tn__=kC-R&eid=ARA4c4t-hTvV9A9j_uNq5BCqkmVorcpf7RDOmlRuqBvLeiSyViaS90DcxGVXmJKoTIShes83YWBQQ12f&hc_ref=ARRac_gFvLAhc2_-fQdoHCZeM7oi9bMaihu0y-MzVFJg1HOcfxHovV2YWAcMV5jNLsM&fref=nf
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It has been a difficult road for them but they have persevered and now it’s “all systems go!  If you are 

heading to Tasmania for a holiday, make sure that you call in and say hi and take a flight or two! 

 

VICTORIAN LOCAL SERIES TAKES OFF  

On Friday 4th October, the Australian Junior Gliding Club ran the Victorian Local Series at Bacchus 
Marsh Airfield thanks to help from the Melbourne Gliding Club!  Sixteen fresh juniors took to the skies 
for a fun afternoon of trial instructional flights. Many smiles were around after picturesque views and 
some nice and gentle aerobatics. 

The 2019 AJGC Local Series is an initiative designed to boost engagement and mateship within the 
junior ranks. To do this, the Australian Junior Gliding Club is very grateful for the support of various 
clubs and regional associations. Better support and resources mean more opportunities for junior 
glider pilots in Australia. 

Next up - Western Australian Local Series – Narrogin Gliding Club!  Want to take part, contact James 
Nugent at AJGC or check out their Facebook page. 

 

 

 

South Gippsland Gliding Club 

Congratulations to South Gippsland Gliding Club for holding its 56th AGM on Sunday 13th October and 

it was the best attended for many a year and followed by a very pleasant BBQ.  

Congratulations also to the whole of their training team (8 in all) who gained their Working with 

Children certification.  South Gippy are focused on gaining Junior members, so that is a great start and 

will give peace of mind to Mums and Dads leaving their children at the airfield.  Well done everyone! 

https://www.juniorsoaring.org/
https://www.facebook.com/AustralianJuniorGlidingClub/?__tn__=kC-R&eid=ARC7Nb3yJ3hZZWMv65nwCX2z3OxB-t8vDfEluEmCmNtCSb4CLGRiA9b0Kbq6xCEmmIggG2lkcZCdGT-8&hc_ref=ARTi4upLnD_BKAXBz_O6sfy53lsIiJnvI-n1O_--i8E4sccEPh7EusDjCABdv7VJlno&fref=nf&__xts__%5b0%5d=68.ARAIKYpJZ_d_bYX4Q-mTmeaeIZMXLjA3531xB5E5Bjntm3zC_pexlHUXO1eLgYt93g20VWq628K421ODD2RYqVN4N6jZa0OqKklLbJ3fzoCrHfH2OmbvHRbWQ7sxPqvn470pSBos97_b3mD5gCO0x-ONZlnJ_nr0RRaD9VmdhJoK3xokfubmv1xJIYFNNNAq0GUVtf8vHGISN-TAl9En9gJJ84UYJQsbJB5dyw8Rm8xC1Ctm-CSppJGcAqwYFg_QOKHxsE_vZkoBDDsn7taGdyOWws008b7U8y5gnobNctaGwvvehPHQ0H62pOV_LYanYOAu8Ix3d-eZ5FKhaL580o0
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2020 National Australian Gliding Multi Class Competition 

Volunteers invited to be part of this event! 

Tocumwal Soaring Centre is hosting the 2020 National Australian Gliding Multi Class Competition held 

at the Sportavia WW2 Hangar, Tocumwal, NSW from the 9th - 21st of December 2019. TSC would like 

to invite volunteers to be part of this exciting event. Roles might include set up preparations, general 

operations, airfield assistance or crewing for pilots.  

Previous airfield experience is favoured, but not essential. TSC have set aside a few camping and 

caravan sites for volunteers at Sportavia. Please let Sharon or Lumpy know if you are available. They 

would love to see you and to share being part of this great sporting event.  

Kind Regards 
Sharon and Lumpy 

Tocumwal Soaring Centre 

 
 

Hot Weather Resources 
Looking ahead to this summer, The Bureau of Meteorology (BOM) has reported that daytime 

temperatures are likely to be above average across most of Australia between October-January. 

Over the past three years, Vicsport, in partnership with the Australian Centre for Injury in Sport and It’s 

Prevention, has developed a suite of new resources to assist sport and recreation organisations to 

mitigate against the risks of exertional heat illnesses in sport. 

Resources include: 

• Hot Weather Guidelines for Sport & Active Recreation 

• Policy templates for State Sport Associations, Regional Sports Assemblies, clubs and 

associations 

• Posters / fact sheets to promote individual preparation, first aid treatment and identification of 

the signs and symptoms of heat illness 

Print out these resources and put on your club noticeboard….not everyone is an 

old hand at gliding, and waiting for a launch or working on the airfield in the heat 

can cause heat illnesses that affect your members’ safety. 

 

Lumpy Paterson and Sharon Dennis: 129 Burma Rd: PO Box 

411, Tocumwal, NSW, 2741 

Mobile: 0487 531 265: 0409 405 538: 

www.tocumwalsoaring.com 

 

 

https://vicsport.com.au/hot-weather-resources?utm_source=All+Vicsport+Members+-+September+2019&utm_campaign=010520a4e8-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2019_09_20_12_52&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_ff7f703129-010520a4e8-422056449
http://www.tocumwalsoaring.com/


Victorian Soaring Association 25 October, 2019 
 

 4 
 

Play for Purpose Charity Raffle  
– endorsed by Sport Australia 
 

This program is supported by VicSport and has been developed to assist clubs to raise much needed 

funds. Sign your club up today. You can also access through SportAus - 

https://www.sportaus.gov.au/grants_and_funding/play_for_purpose 

Play for Purpose Charity Raffle is an online not-for-profit raffle. Tickets are just $10, with a minimum of 

$5 from every ticket purchased supporting a Charity or Sporting Club of your choice…that could be 

YOU! 

There are thousands of prizes on offer in every draw, ranging from Gold Bullion, Cars, Holidays 

Packages plus many more! With a 1 in 34 chance of winning a prize while supporting a good cause, 

Play For Purpose is the ultimate Win-Win Raffle! 

HOW IT WORKS…. 

SUPERCHARGE YOUR CLUB FUNDRAISING 

A minimum of 50% of every ticket sold will support your club. Sell tickets through 3 different channels. 

This main website, your own dedicated customised website and peer-to-peer sites where individuals or 

teams can fundraise on your behalf. 

IT’S A WIN-WIN 

Not only does the raffle allow your community and members to support your club, they have the 

opportunity to win over 7000 prizes, valued at $500,000! It’s the ultimate win-win. 

IT’S FREE TO JOIN! 

It’s free to participate and the prizes are sourced and guaranteed. You also receive access to a 

powerful self-service portal that allows you to manage your pages. The raffle is endorsed by Sport 

Australia and all funds raised will be distributed to your club via the Australian Sports 

Foundation Charitable Fund.  

 

Volunteering 
 
You’d probably agree that volunteers are VITAL to your club’s success. They help with events. They 
serve on committees. They do all manner of things to keep your club active and growing. 
 
But you’d also probably agree that volunteers are tough to come by. And once you do have them, 
there’s always the fear of them burning out.  
 
So how can you better recruit AND retain volunteers at your club? Download the Ultimate Guide to 
Volunteer Management for a few tips and best practices! 
 

 

https://playforpurpose.com.au/sporting-club-benefits
https://www.sportaus.gov.au/grants_and_funding/play_for_purpose
https://playforpurpose.com.au/sporting-club-benefits?gclid=EAIaIQobChMI9NzdgsL54gIVhR0rCh3VXgRGEAAYASAAEgLUA_D_BwE&utm_source=Sportsview&utm_campaign=6932d2af16-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2018_01_19_COPY_01&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_e56ae9acd7-6932d2af16-422032013
https://www.gliding.asn.au/index.php?option=com_docman&task=cat_view&gid=23&Itemid=181
https://www.gliding.asn.au/index.php?option=com_docman&task=cat_view&gid=23&Itemid=181
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VSA Secretary Position 
Swan Song!  After many years as VSA Secretary, David Cleland will be vacating the position in 2020.  
Please consider the opportunity to undertake this volunteer role and the strengths you can bring to the 
VSA Committee. Further information on this position can be obtained by contacting David at  
DavidLCleland@gmail.com or looking on the VSA Website for the Secretary position description. You 
do not have to be a flying member to undertake this role and as VSA is mandatorily required by the State 
Government to have 40% women on the board to maintain our funding we would be interested to have 
involvement from any of our female pilots or family members.  
 

Accredited VSA YouthGlide Centres…coming soon! 

What is a VSA Accredited YouthGlide Centre? 
 
A VSA Accredited YouthGlide Centres (VSA YGC) initiative is based on the British Gliding Association 
Junior gliding centres and with the kind permission of the BGA, we have been able to utilize the 
framework to develop our own. What does all this mean? 
 
Any VSA club that has received accreditation as a VSA YouthGlide Centre can demonstrate to parents 
and the community that it has policies, procedures and support systems in place to encourage pilots 
aged under 25 and that they will be treated with inclusion and respect. The club will have demonstrated 
an ongoing commitment, as part of their club activities, to pursue excellence with a focus on Junior Pilots. 
 
Accreditation Requirements will be advised to Club Presidents shortly.  

Juniors doing it by themselves…………… 

The Kingaroy Soaring Club is living up to its name, giving budding pilots a flying start with their high 

school education.  Check out the video and reach out to the club and see how they did it……  

Also check out their website; it’s pretty spiffy with some good pics! 

https://www.facebook.com/7NEWSToowoomba/videos/1181575092050249/?t=23 

 

Our Junior Members’ Safety is everyone’s responsibility 

Yes, it’s been advised a number of times, but just to go over it again….. 

It is fantastic to see so many juniors coming up through the ranks and taking on gliding and going solo 

and beyond!  BUT….our young people are minors and we must Play by the Rules.  Please complete 

the Child Protection online courses provided for free by Victorian State Government to ensure that you 

know what the rules are in relation to working with children and your responsibilities to your young club 

members.  

Please also ensure that you have the VSA Child Safety Statement of Commitment (VSA 

About/Governance) on your noticeboard or use this to create your own club statement as part of your 

club rules.   

mailto:DavidLCleland@gmail.com
https://www.gliding.asn.au/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=175:vsa-position-descriptions&catid=26:general
https://www.kingaroysoaring.com.au/
https://www.facebook.com/7NEWSToowoomba/videos/1181575092050249/?t=23
https://www.playbytherules.net.au/online-courses/child-protection-online-course
https://www.gliding.asn.au/index.php?option=com_docman&task=doc_download&gid=268&Itemid=181
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VSA Policies 
As you know, VSA has been busy developing Codes of Conduct and other policies reflecting the 

governments initiatives to ensure all members of gliding clubs are treated fairly and with respect. These 

policies are now available on the VSA Website/Documents/Policies and I urge you read them and be 

familiar with those requirements.  

Are you a Fair Play club?  - To find out, use the Fair Play Code Club Self-Assessment Tool 
 

7 Musts for New Member Onboarding 

A member’s first three months with your club are perhaps the MOST important. That’s when they get 
the lay of the land; a true feel for whether it’s for them or not. They either start taking advantage of 
your club’s offerings...or they don’t. (And that matters heavily when renewal season rolls around.) 

So, what are you doing in your members’ first three months? Do you have a standard onboarding 
process in place?  

If not, or if there’s room for improvement, check out the VSA Website Documents/Development 7 
Musts for New Member Onboarding. From creating an effective new member welcome pack to 
organizing new members-only events (on a budget!), the guide can provide tips to get your members 
immersed and engaged.  

Is your club Female Friendly? 
Is your club “female friendly”?  Check out the information from Sport & Recreation. Just because it 

doesn’t have glider on the front, doesn’t mean it’s not relevant.  

 

VSA Website upgrade 

VSA is commencing the groundwork to upgrade our very old website. We recognize that it contains a 

lot of useful information thought it is not easy to find your way around and is not particularly visual for 

today’s digital climate. A work in progress, but we start…. 

  

https://www.gliding.asn.au/index.php?option=com_docman&task=cat_view&gid=38&Itemid=181
https://sport.vic.gov.au/__data/assets/word_doc/0025/57940/Fair-Play-Code-Club-Self-Assessment-Tool_.docx
https://www.gliding.asn.au/index.php?option=com_docman&task=cat_view&gid=21&Itemid=181
https://www.gliding.asn.au/index.php?option=com_docman&task=cat_view&gid=21&Itemid=181
https://sport.vic.gov.au/publications-and-resources/female-friendly-sport-infrastructure-guidelines
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What's on next!! 
Calendar of Events for Victoria 

 

  

  
11-15 November 
 
 
 
 
2 - 5 November 
 
 
 
3rd November 
 
 
 
 
6-9 November 
 
10-13 November 
 
 
 
23 – 30 November 

“Flying Further” Course 1 – GCV Benalla 
Extend your flying further and improve your cross country skills with certified 
coaches. 
Contact the office: 03 5762 1058 
 
Vintage Gliders Australia  - Melbourne Cup Rally 
Bacchus Marsh Airfield.  All welcome! 
Contact: Dave Goldsmith - 0428 450 475 
 
Australian Gliding Museum - Open Day and AGM 
At Bacchus Marsh Airfield  
All members and friends welcome! 
Contact: Graeme Barton - 0407 773 872 
 
Australian Gliding Museum Courses  
Minor Wood Repair Course  
Fabric Covering Course  
Materials provided.  Course fee $450 each. 
Contact:  Jim Barton on 0419 562 213 
 
VSA State Championships – Benalla 
 

2-6 December 
 
 
 

“Flying Further” Course 2 – GCV Benalla 
Extend your flying further and improve your cross country skills with certified 
coaches. 
Contact the office: 03 5762 1058 
 

9-21 December Australian Multi-Class Nationals – Tocumwal Soaring Centre               
The entry list is now open. Head to the TSC web page to register or to see 
who will be racing this December.... 
Volunteers required to support the competition Contact: Mobile: 0487 531 
265 or 0409 405 538 
 

3-17 Jan 2020 
 
 
25 Jan – 1 Feb 2020 
 
1 - 8 February, 2020 
 
15- 22 Feb 2020 

10th FAI WWGC – Lake Keepit (to support the Victorian women’s gliding 
team, donations can be made with the Australian Sports Foundation. 
 
Horsham Coaching Week - at Horsham   
 
Horsham Week - at Horsham  
 
Two-Seat National Championships - Horsham  
 

https://u3497610.ct.sendgrid.net/wf/click?upn=2WXGB-2FkvnKLX-2FG1zgn7j0zjVxnFpQWuw8La7-2Bo344DgbIWhItmfqbknOKv0lGBzouOnY9SVJbD7rEtxZ1XPa589LujNhk7aNT3N1P0esbrziaZkhQxm2ZB4AZS8c-2FbBKmHWZEFQCcRQnxo0UFFFDoCwPImbVqZdozgzYY8mWd7Sfk-2FA7eP44HZF1G7yBNust-2Br1249oFHg-2FocGUaIpiegqAZrJEP8p8mmrtldLKwT1PMqtZ9-2FRTgZKVTZv7Ta0Qq_TLPRGV7nCW9J5X8-2Fdo-2FXwv2zw6mUdn-2Fk2Rz6UjFsatPUkf9yw7YJvv6Qb8OibX4dNwlui0-2FX0zx-2B9Bv-2B71TGCoeNJAe7DxCd-2BvagaTFwCuL55VXDH0cuYCzz-2FA2o-2BHdCa1wOGnvbcbaPCtNMR0WMLEJ9yPErEBVm-2BWpz09oDqmdzOKmSxRaZ0WtS2jnSOmaId5md2f37NEBfI5toSbckUxJt4JqhdGjmaegaV-2FFTWICdYDPn-2BJHCPzSqPQvv5UZCrKJ3fMrejdS00CfN6LgJ6GybqDV05JnAba-2BWFvFiLEwQugwX5AxXypGABw-2F3STwczOhItImHTuFvtjw-2FukgXfPilzfN1U5phFeeCvtYt63w-3D
https://www.facebook.com/events/403007283627652/
https://australianglidingmuseum.org.au/news/6-upcoming-events/68-melbourne-cup-vintage-rally-a-museum-open-day-2017
https://australianglidingmuseum.org.au/news/6-upcoming-events/68-melbourne-cup-vintage-rally-a-museum-open-day-2017
https://australianglidingmuseum.org.au/news/6-upcoming-events/63-wood-fabric-courses
https://www.facebook.com/events/621498995027384/
https://www.facebook.com/events/301021894173407/
https://tocumwalsoaring.com/
https://glidingaustralia.org/member-services/sport/104-women-s-world-gliding-championships-lake-keepit
https://asf.org.au/projects/gliding-federation-of-australia/victorian-womens-gliding-team/
https://horshamweek.org.au/9-coaching-week
https://www.horshamweek.org.au/
https://www.facebook.com/events/481231699319121/
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7 Day a Week Courses 
 
Nov 2019 – Mar 
2020 

 
Weekday “Flying Start” courses – Gliding Club of Victoria, Benalla 
Course dates located here 

 
 
We know you’ve got planning in the pipeline for the soaring season, so share your event to the VSA 
Facebook page and/or send an email to president@gliding.asn.au for inclusion in the VSA newsletter 
so that other pilots in Victoria can share in what your club has to offer.   
If I’ve missed any event, let me know – nicely! 
 
Kind Regards 
Viv Drew 
VSA Prez 

http://www.glidingclub.org.au/learn-to-soar/
mailto:president@gliding.asn.au

